
12 inches from  this bulb produces 
40, 340 lux (lumens/sq meter) and  
a 93oF temperature =  
Moderately intense light and a 
very  high temperature 

Decoding An Exo‐Terra Basking Incandescent Light Bulb  

A color temperature of  
2680 is prePy low (light is yellow), 
 and a CRI of 78 means the light 
won’t give accurate colors 



Decoding a Zilla Incandescent Bulb 

This 75 waP bulb produces air temperatures 
of between 80 and 85oF at 12 inches 
Remember that objects will absorb and reflect 
heat, making a basking spot hoPer than the  
air temperature. 

Zilla does not tell us anything about the CRI or 
color temperature of this bulb, but we can  
expect as an incandescent that it is decent 
at rendering colors and has a yellowish light. 

Zilla doesn’t tells us how many lumens it  
produces or its efficiency 



Decoding a Zoo Med Fluorescent Bulb 

ZooMed gives us very liPle easily  
interpretable data. From this spectral  
graph, it looks like most wavelengths of 
 visible light are represented, which  
could mean a good CRI.  Without the 
 actual numbers you Can’t be sure. 

This UV bulb produces UV star_ng at 290  
and up.  It has a peak at what looks like  
315, and produces lots of UVA from 320+ 
Vitamin D3 produc_on is mostly from  
295 to 305, so a lot of this may not be  
that beneficial.  Hard to say without actual 
numbers. 



Decoding an Exo‐Terra Fluorescent Bulb 

Exo Terra tells us that this bulb produces 
20 uW/cm2 of UVB, 15 IU/min Vit D3 and  
has 550 lux (low, shady level of light) at  
12 inches. 

Giving the D3 yield will help compare  
Bulbs when others start providing this 
info; only A por_on of the UVB is in D3 
op_mum producing range, so just 
knowing total UVB isn’t that helpful. 
Right now we can see that this is a good 
source of D3 

Exo Terra doesn’t tell us the CRI or color 
temperature, but from the discrete peaks 
on the spectrum we can assume they are 
low (colors won’t look true). 


